Purpura fulminans. A case for heparin therapy.
A 6.5-year-old boy developed purpura fulminans. He had no evidence of congenital protein C deficiency. He responded readily to heparin therapy with resolution of his coagulopathy. The coagulopathy resumed rapidly after heparin therapy was interrupted to allow for surgical procedures. Despite correction of his coagulopathy with heparin, surgical amputation of his leg was necessary because of inadequate perfusion.